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Synopsis

In the seventeenth century, local Jesuits and Franciscans imagined Quito as the A¢a -A“new
Rome.A¢a -A- It was the site of miracles and home of saintly inhabitants, the origin of crusades into
the surrounding wilderness, and the purveyor of civilization to the entire region. By the early
twentieth century, elites envisioned the city as the heart of a modern, advanced

societyA¢a —a spoised at the physical and metaphysical centers of the world. A AA AA A Inthis
original cultural history, Ernesto Capello analyzes the formation of memory, myth, and modernity
through the eyes of QuitoA¢a -4,¢s diverse populations. By employing Mikhail BakhtinA¢a -4,¢s
concept of chronotopes, Capello views the configuration of time and space in narratives that defined
QuitoA¢a -4,¢s identity and its place in the world. He explores the proliferation of these imaginings
in architecture, museums, monuments, tourism, art, urban planning, literature, religion, indigenous
rights, and politics. To Capello, these tropes began to crystallize at the end of the nineteenth
century, serving as a tool for distinct groups who laid claim to history for economic or political gain
during the upheavals of modernism.A AA AA AA AA A As Capello reveals, QuitoA¢a -a,¢s
society and its stories mutually constituted each other. In the process of both destroying and
renewing elements of the past, each chronotope fed and perpetuated itself. Modern Quito thus
emerged at the crux of Hispanism and Liberalism, as an independent global society struggling to

keep the memory of its colonial and indigenous roots alive.
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Customer Reviews

A¢a -A“City at the Center of the World explores the emergence of Quito, Ecuador, as a modern



national capital. CapelloA¢a -4,¢s elegantly written and well-organized study examines strategic
moments in the cityA¢a —4,¢s history in relation to their colonial past and regional contexts as city
elites and indigenous communities worked to reshape A¢a -EcetraditionalA¢a -a,¢ historical
discourses and city spaces to craft a modern capital to their respective

advantage.A¢a -AsA¢a -4 ‘Mark Overmyer-VelAfAjzquez, University of ConnecticutA¢a —A“In
this highly original book, Capello examines the city of Quito on both sides of the twentieth century.
He reveals an evolving city and a city in crisis, a former colonial capital torn between alleged
Hispanic traditions and long-suppressed indigenous aspirations, uncertain of its survival, yet proud
of its past glory. Marshaling an astonishing array of written, visual, and architectonic sources,
Capello traces QuitoA¢a -a,¢s painful transition to Liberal-inspired modernity. This book will no
doubt inspire new approaches to urban studies in the Americas and beyond.A¢a -A-A¢a -4 *Kris
Lane, Tulane UniversityA¢a —-A“Rests on a robust archive. It draws together diverse elements of
history-makingA¢a -4 «including cartography, urban design, architecture, literature, and
photographyAg¢a -4 o reveal the complex socio-political patterns that sustained QuitoA¢a -a,¢s
national position over time.A¢a -A*A¢a -4 *A Contra corrienteA¢a -A“A thoughtfully researched
cultural history that explores master narratives, or chronotopes, constructed by Quiteno elite from
the 1880s through the 1940s, a period of rising modernization and consolidation of the nation state.
Capello uses a wide range of sources, drawing on archival documents, visual images, literature, and
architecture. A¢a -A“A¢a -4 -American Historical ReviewA¢a -AsWhat is most striking about the
book is how very well the author identifies and situates the social actors he is studying. . . . Full of
insights that will fascinate and enrich the work of scholars of Ecuador, but it will also be of interest to
those engaged with urban history in Latin America and elsewhere, as well as those exploring
memory, history, and the politics of the past. It also will challenge scholars at all stages of their
careers to consider new methodological paths to illuminate politics, imaginaries, perceptions, and

experience in Latin American urban spaces.A¢a -A-A¢a -4 Hispanic American Historical Review

Ernesto Capello is assistant professor of history at Macalester College.
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